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ATLASES 


LTHOUGH world events have brought _ tioned in the news are off the beaten track 
A the atlas into its own, they have of small maps, and only the large ex- 
also added new complications to the al- pensive atlases are sufficiently detailed 
ready vexing question of selection, preser- to include these remote spots. Many of 
vation and duplication of this costly part these costly volumes were printed abroad, 
of the reference collection. Few libra- and in the face of world conditions prob- 
ries want to spend money freely on these ably can no longer be replaced. One such 
volumes at present. However, the added title is the familiar Shepherd Historical 
demand for geographical information is atlas, the plates for which have been 
placing unusual strain upon this group printed in the past in Germany by Vel- 
of books. In addition, many places men- hagen and Clafing. No word is available 
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concerning the continued existence of this 
company, but needless to say they are 
finding it impossible to make further ship- 
ments to their British and American 
agents. In fact, Henry Holt and com- 
pany have exhausted their stocks of this 
volume, and have only a very few copies 
left of the smaller edition, the Atlas of 
medieval and modern history. No 
definite information has been available 
on some of the British favorites, which 
makes it imperative to conserve present 
resources. 

Some librarians have suggested the 
possibility of photostating much-used 
maps from foreign atlases. Here again, 
the same conditions preventing shipments 
would equally interfere with gaining the 
necessary permission for reproduction. 
Possibly as time passes, some reliable 
American publisher may be able to pre- 
pare a satisfactory substitute at least for 
the historical atlas. Clearly the answer 
to this necessary conservation is substitu- 
tion. 

Those who are using maps widely are 
looking about for inexpensive substitutes 
which will serve as a stop-gap. They can 
at best be only that, and they can prove 
an expensive bargain if the original stand- 
ards for evaluation are lightly disre- 
garded. As any cartographer will admit, 
a good map is a costly one because of the 
tremendous amount of handwork needed 
in its preparation. Possibly this explana- 
tion serves also to answer protests raised 
by some librarians about the high rental 
charges of atlases hired from outstanding 
map companies. This seems hardly the 
time to go further into this question. 

Clippings from daily and weekly pub- 


lications of national importance form the 
most obvious ephemeral supply. These 
maps are purely regional in most cases, 
but kept together they would soon form a 
complete picture of the shifting centers of 
world upheaval. 

In an effort to find what authority lay 
behind maps sketched by newspaper staff 
artists, a visit was made to a paper famous 
for its international news. ‘The library 
atlas cases in the building were nearly 
empty; the reporters had borrowed for 
use in the foreign staff room all the best 
volumes published in past years. In ad- 
dition they had made an atlas of their 
own which was particularly interesting. 
They had gathered, with the aid of the 
librarian, the best sefarate maps they 
could find for countries as they came into 
the news. These were mounted in loose- 
leaf volumes with tough reinforced board 
covers. Each one had its own table of 
contents and each map was numbered for 
rapid reference. Where size permitted, 
the maps were pasted to the page to save 
their edges. When their spread was too 
great for this, creases were reinforced and 
the map was left partly folded. The com- 
pleted volumes were each about the pro- 
portions of a large commercial atlas. 

The volumes included a large number 
of maps saved from the National Geo- 
graphic Magazine. Some were obviously 
collected from steamship companies, na- 
tional railway systems, or oil companies. 
Others were printed in foreign countries, 
or by foreign governments, as ordnance 
maps, or mining surveys. A large one of 
South America, issued by the American 
geographical society of New York, had 
been especially valuable for locating 
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towns in boundary disputes. The report- 
ers had also included maps clipped from 
other American or foreign newspapers 
where they supplemented existing ma- 
terials. The care with which the volumes 
had been compiled were evidence of the 
reporters’ efforts to get accurate infor- 
mation. 

The volumes presented a scrappy ap- 
pearance, but the motley collection was so 
obviously made for a specific purpose and 
for temporary use, that this point could 
be ignored. The maps themselves were 
more compact than if they had been stored 
in separate drawers or folders. The 
fundamental plan might be practical in 
libraries lacking large volumes, or wish- 
ing to save expensive ones. 

The next group of substitute ma- 
terials would naturally be periodicals 
specializing in geographical and political 
news. The National Geographic Maga- 
zine offers the greatest variety of geo- 
graphic information relevant to the crisis. 
Their leaflets prepared for schools (the 
Geographic News Bulletin) and issued 
weekly sometimes include small regional 
maps as the one of Iceland in the issue of 
October 6, 1941. The Geographical Re- 
view, Asia, Illustrated London News, 
Time, and Newsweek are others to be 
watched for contributions. (Time has 
reprinted eight maps as an Atlas of the 
war available in a paper cover at 10 
cents. ) 

For maps which provide a background 
to current world events, the Serial map 
service might prove useful if allowance 
were made for eight weeks’ delay in de- 
livery. This is a monthly service issued 
by The Serial map service, proprietors: 


The Phoenix book company, Itd., London. 
Publication began in September 1939. 
Each issue includes four maps with a 
commentary on each map. Contributors 
to the commentary include Ramsay Muir, 
J. M. Kupfer, and A. C. F. Beals. 
Geordon Godfrey edits the commentary. 
Some maps are in full color, others in 
black and white, and there are pictorial 
maps to interpret economic factors af- 
fecting world conditions. The maps are 
edited by George Goodall, printed by 
George Philip & sons, Itd., The London 
geographical institute, London and Will- 
esden. A cumulative index is issued every 
six months. Loose-leaf binders to hold 
the complete volume of twelve issues are 
provided. The price of 1s 6d per single 
issue or 1£ 2s per year is reasonable for 
the quality of information and the indexes 
supplied. 

Another geographical periodical, re- 
ported by some school and public libraries, 
is the Newsmap Magazine published 
monthly by the Geographical publishing 
company, 621 Plymouth court, Chicago. 
Some may question whether the type of 
information supplied is really worth the 
$6 ‘subscription price, when most of the 
areas shown already have been equally 
well mapped in the daily newspapers at 
the moment, or the weekly periodicals in 
review of the event. In addition to the 
various sorts of maps, there is some text 
in journalistic style descriptive of the 
places shown on the maps, and lists of 
questions and review topics reminiscent 
of school current events papers. ‘This 
publication adds little to what is already 
available. 

Books on current affairs and study 
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guides contribute little map material. In 
fact a number of these ephemeral texts, 
put out in frequent new editions, use cuts 
from the national newspapers. The pub- 
lishers find it useless to compete with the 
daily papers in supplying extensive map 
resources. 

Map companies report the publication 
of inexpensive wall and pocket maps with 
which to follow world news. This type 
of map is likely to be bought by the in- 
dividual, and is apt to be used at home, 
but the library profits indirectly by its 
existence. The same is true of maps dis- 
tributed by oil companies, and depart- 
ment stores. 

In consulting various authorities 
teaching subjects involving the use of 
atlases, it was discovered that maps as 
they were in 1938 seem more useful for 
reference than those which attempt to 
follow the shifting boundaries. Students 
in school and college are taught to make 


the necessary adjustments and to sketch 
on outline maps the cumulated changes of 
which they read. One specialist com- 
mented upon the increased need for topo- 
graphic maps in interpreting the news, as 
so many movements are comprehensible 
only in terms of the terrain itself. 

These comments by educators, and 
similar statements by map publishers par- 
tially answer the question of those who 
have asked if atlases now on hand should 
be considered outmoded. Actually the 
exact location of boundaries remains a 
point over which statesmen and cartog- 
raphers can ponder. Until there is a 
general world peace treaty each country 
will continue to recognize all interna- 
tional boundaries as its own government 
sees fit. Those using atlases, meanwhile, 
will work out for themselves each evening 
to what extent the battle lines of that 
day have shifted the potential world 
frontiers. 


REVIEWS 


Career women of America. N.Y., Cul- 
tural research publishers, 20 West 45th 
St., 1941. 72p. $3.75. 


This book of seventy-two pages gives 
“Who’s who” type of information about 
three hundred seventy-three women. 
Of these seventy-five are included in 
American women and eighty-five in 
W omen of achievement published by the 
House of Field, inc. 

There is no explanation given of the 
basis for selection and some very out- 
standing names are conspicuous by their 
absence; e.g., Judge Florence E. Allen; 


Dr. Meta Glass, President of Sweetbriar 
college; Dr. Mildred H. McAfee, Presi- 
dent of Wellesley; as well as the deans 
of several other women’s colleges. Only a 
few librarian’s names are included. Most 
of the persons selected seem to be lesser 
known writers, artists,. and lecturers. 
Dates of birth are usually missing. ‘This 
lack is offset, to a degree, by dates which 
are given of the person’s graduation from 
various schools. The biographical in- 
formation under several entries was 
checked with entries for the same persons 
in American women and found to be ac- 
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curate. No classified list of occupations is 
included. 

No names of editors appear in the book 
and no other publications by this pub- 
lisher were found listed in the usual bib- 
liographical sources. 

Any who’s who type of information 
is important if it concerns people of sig- 
nificance, hence this book undoubtedly 
has some value. However, since the 
method of selection of subjects is not ex- 
plained much of the value is lost in this 
case. 

It is questionable whether this book 
will add much to the resources of the 
average public library. It would be of 
some value to large public libraries and 
to speakers’ bureaus if there were at least 
a classified list by occupation. 

Career women of America is not rec- 
ommended. 


English-Spanish comprehensive 
technical dictionary of aircraft, 
automobile, radio, television; air- 
craft & anti-aircraft armaments, aerial 
photographic mapping, agricultural im- 
plements, sporting, commercial terms, 
mechanics & machine tools, steam, auto- 
motive and Diesel engines, boilers, 
paints & dyes, office equipment, sugar 
mill machinery, petroleum, steel prod- 
ucts; by Lewis L. Sell, Ph.D., N.Y., 
International dictionary co., 1940- 
black buckram, loose-leaf binder. (Be- 
ing published in about 30 parts of 48 
pages each at $1 ; binders at 65c each to 
hold about 15 parts.) $30.65. 

This English-Spanish . . . technical 
dictionary translates practically all of the 
terms used in the many subject fields 


mentioned in the title. It is comprehen- 
sive in scope and will be of great value 
to the translator and the writer of tech- 
nical advertising copy and industrial 
trade manuals. Its use to engineers and 
readers of foreign trade journals is lim- 
ited since no Spanish-English vocabulary 
is included. 

The compiler states in the preface that 
“the sources of the present work would 
number several thousand names if sep- 
arately listed. In summary, it may be 
stated, however, that it is the embodi- 
ment of all relevant material of about 
300 library volumes, 3200 industrial cat- 
alogs, 600 industrial reviews, 6500 direct 
letters to and from firms and U.S. con- 
sulates in the various countries. More- 
over, an untold number of ‘releases,’ news- 
paper articles, Government publications, 
private reports, encyclopedia essays, etc., 
along with all previous relevant diction- 
aries....” A careful examination of the 
terms included in the dictionary indicates 
that the compiler has been thorough and 
discriminating in his selection of the ma- 
terial from these sources. Lewis L. Sell 
is also compiler of the English-French 
comprehensive technical dictionary of the 
automobile.and allied industries, and au- 
thor of Pan-American dictionary and 
travel guide issued by International dic- 
tionary co. in 1932 and 1935 respectively. 

The problem of compiling this diction- 
ary has been a complicated one as the fol- 
lowing excerpt from the preface indi- 
cates: “Few realize that ‘English’ is the 
generic name of at least two industrially 
important languages—British and Ameri- 
can—which often differ very materially 
from each other in orthography, and are 
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technically speaking certainly not a uni- 
fied language. Much less is this true of 
‘Spanish,’ which is the generic name for 
the vernacular of some 21 independent 
nations, with methods of expression often 
differing to a marked degree from one 
another, both technically and otherwise.” 
When a term in use by a Spanish speaking 
country varies from the predominant 
Spanish term the compiler notes this dis- 
tinction in the dictionary by means of 
definite symbols such as B for Bolivia, 
Ch for Chile, Co for Colombia, etc. The 
ease with which the translator can de- 
termine quickly the correct term is clearly 
shown in the following example from the 
dictionary: 


“bulb 20 bombilla; bombillita, am- 
polla; A bombilla; bombita; lampa- 
rita; lampara; lamparilla; foquito; 
M foco; ampolleta; Co bombillo; 
Ch ampolleta; Cu bombillo; foco; 
(for radio) ,s. tube, vacuum, .. .” 


The numeral 20 following the key word 
bulb indicates that this is a term in elec- 
tricity (a complete list of the twenty 
numerals used in the dictionary and their 
meaning is included after the preface). 
The three words following the numeral 
20 indicate the most used terms. The six 
words following the bold-face letter A 
indicate that these terms are used in Ar- 
gentina; the bold-face M indicates Mexi- 
can words ; the bold-face Co indicates the 
words used in Colombia, etc. (A com- 
plete list of the many abbreviations 
used in the dictionary is included after 
the preface.) The final statement “(for 
radio) ,s. tube, vacuum,” warns the 
reader to see the words used under “tube, 


vacuum” if he wishes to locate the terms 
used for radio or vacuum tubes. 

The dictionary includes an extensive 
list of synonyms and antonyms and in ad- 
dition refers the user to allied terms by 
means of numerous “see” and “see also” 
references. The difference between 
British and American usage is clearly in- 
dicated. 

The compiler states that he began work 
on this dictionary in 1928 and publica- 
tion in its present loose-leaf form began 
in 1940. Up to the time this review was 
written eight parts (384 pages) had been 
published covering sections A to Dim. 
Several sheets of additions and correc- 
tions have also been published. 

The dictionary is clearly printed in 
large type on an 814 x 11 inch page with 
two columns to the page. The sections 
are received already punched for inser- 
tion in a sturdy black buckram, loose-leaf 
binder. The complete title and subtitle 
are lettered in gold on the front cover and 
back of the binder. 

This excellent technical dictionary is 
in a class by itself for the subjects it 
covers. It is recommended. 


The modern concise encyclopedia, a 
library of world knowledge. . . ; ed. 
A. H. McDannald. N.Y., Unicorn 
press. 1941. c1933, 1937, 1940. 15v. 
21%cm. illus. maps. 70c per volume. 
This is a revised edition of the eight 

volume Concise encyclopedia published 

by William H. Wise & co. in 1937 (re- 
viewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 

October 1937, p.52-53). 

This edition follows very closely the 
earlier Concise encyclopedia. It is the 
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same size (21%4cm.) and the subject 
matter covers the same space, 2516 pages. 
The earlier encyclopedia contained all its 
information in eight volumes, while the 
same number of pages is now stretched 
into twelve volumes; the other three vol- 
umes of the present encyclopedia consist 
of a two-volume chronology and one- 
volume index. 

The appendix in volume 12 contains 
population figures for states and towns 
of 2500 or more inhabitants, unfortu- 
nately from the fifteenth census, 1930. 
It also includes postal information, com- 
parison of time in principal cities of the 
world, states’ nicknames, names of presi- 
dents and vice-presidents of the United 
States, names of popes in chronological 
order. 

The two volumes of Chronology cover 
the history of the world from earliest his- 
torical times through June 22, 1940. 
Data for the period after June 22, 1940 
are grouped under the heading “latest 
developments.” Hood and Bismarck de- 
struction on May 24 and May 26, 1941 
are noted. 

A. H. McDannald, the editor, is also 
editor-in-chief of Encyclopedia Ameri- 
cana. The revision is the work of Wil- 
liam Hendelson. The foreword states 
that this encyclopedia has been compiled 
by “thoroughly trained encyclopedists, 
whose only instructions were: ‘be brief, 
but above everything else be accurate.’ ” 

The number of references checked for 
revision and up to dateness indicate that 
the present revision is thorough. 

Under “France,” “Greece,” and “Nor- 
way,” are mentioned their attack and oc- 
cupation by Germany; under “Petain” 


there is mention of the fact that he be- 
came Chief of State of France after its 
fall in 1940; under “Willkie, Wendell,” 
is mentioned his return from England in 


February 1941, strongly advocating 
supplying arms to Britain. 

The type is legible and clear, the illus- 
trations are adequate for a concise en- 
cyclopedia, but the lettering on maps is 
very difficult to read. 

The price of Modern concise encyclo- 
pedia is considerably higher than that of 
Concise encyclopedia on which it is based. 
The amount of revision, additions and 
physical expansion fail to justify the price 
increase. As was the case with previous 
editions, this would not add to the in- 
formation on hand in libraries or homes 
having more extensive encyclopedias. 

Modern concise encyclopedia is not 
recommended. 


Women of achievement. N.Y., House 
of Field, inc., 19 West 44th St. 1941. 
213p. fabrikoid $12.50. 

A book of 213 pages giving biographi- 
cal information on 760 women. Of 
these, 437 are included in American 
women and 85 in Career women of 
America. 

Sketches of some outstanding women 
in a great variety of fields are included—- 
law, medicine, dentistry, architecture, en- 
gineering, journalism, advertising, educa- 
tion, painting, sculpture, the theater, mu- 
sic, science, industry, finance, business, 
philanthropy, social service, organization 
and club activities, politics and civic un- 
dertakings. A number of prominent 
names, however, are missing, such as 
Ethel Barrymore, Anne Lindbergh, Flor- - 
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ence Allen, Linda Eastman, Edna St. 
Vincent Millay, Willa Cather, Marian 
Anderson, Ellen Glasgow. Scarcely any 
librarians are mentioned, and many well- 
known writers are conspicuous by their 
absence. According to the editors the 
basis of selection is “Women who through 
their own energy and peculiar genius 
have gained eminence in their selected 
work.” 

A considerable amount of anecdotal 
information is given, but the biographical 
data are lacking in specific facts. Dates 
of birth, dates of graduation from schools, 
and addresses are missing. In many cases 
the place of birth is omitted. Confusion 
results from the indexing of 26 married 
women under maiden names only, al- 
though in the opening sentence of the 
biographical sketch the person’s married 
name is used. For instance, under the 
name “‘Adeline Macrum” the sketch be- 
gins with “Mrs. Kilian Bank” but gives 
no explanation anywhere for the change 
in name. In a number of other cases no 
mention at all is made of the husband’s 
name of women who are generally known 
to be married, for instance, Margaret 
Bourke-White. 

The best feature of the book is the ex- 
cellent photographic work included for 
all but 123 of the sketches. Most of the 
photographs are from the studio of G. 
Maillard Kesslere, well known as a pho- 
tographer and portrait painter. Another 
feature is the collection of forewords on 
woman’s achievement by Grace Thomp- 
son Seton, Carrie Chapman Catt, Helena 
Rubinstein, Agnes Mengel Grew, Jessica 
Ogilvie, Dorothy Bickum, and Alma 
Archer. 


W omen of achievement includes almost 
twice as many names as Career women 
of America and a much better selection 
of names of women outstanding in their 
fields. 

The book has a binding which appears 
expensive. Figures and letters of gold 
are embossed on a white fabrikoid back- 
ground. 

The lack of factual data, such as dates 
and addresses, and of a classified list by 
occupation, minimizes the value of this 
book for speakers’ bureaus or libraries. 
Because it gives some information about 
323 women not readily found elsewhere, 
the book will have some usefulness. 

Women of achievement is not recom- 
mended for general purchase. 


NOTE 


Wilcox and Follett co., Follett book 
company, 1255 S. Wabash Ave., Chi- 
cago, have informed the Subscription 
Books Committee that they now hold ex- 
clusive distribution rights for Who is who 
in music, reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin, January 1941. The net price to 
libraries and educational institutions is 
announced as $2.95, postage extra. 





ERMISSION to quote a review in full 
P is granted only to the publisher of 
the work reviewed. Permission to quote 
a review in part must be obtained from 
the American Library Association. 
Publishers of books or sets recom- 
mended herein wishing to refer to the 
Subscription Books Committee’s ap- 
praisal of their work should avoid such 
statements as “Recommended (or en- 
dorsed) by the A.L.A.” Such a state- 
ment falsely implies action on the part 
of the Association. 
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